
 

 

International Journal for Research Trends in Social Science & Humanities 

Volume 3  Issue 2 

Mar-Apr 2025, PP 1057-1060 

 

1057 

 

To Assess the Relationship Between Home 

Environment and Learner Discipline: A Case 

Study of Five Selected Public Primary Schools in 

Kasama District of Northern Province of Zambia 

Mbonga Mbuzi  

Masters in Educational Administration and Management Institution: DMI-St. Eugene 

University 

                                                                      

Abstract. This study investigates the nature of indiscipline among pupils in 

selected primary schools in Kasama District, focusing on peri-urban settings. The 

objectives are to examine the types and manifestations of indiscipline, identify the 

contributing factors, and assess the influence of home environments. Using a mixed-

methods approach, data were collected from teachers, school administrators, and 

pupils through questionnaires, interviews, and classroom observations. The findings 

reveal a range of indiscipline forms including absenteeism, disrespect for authority, 

and classroom disruptions. Key contributing factors include socio-economic status, 

parental involvement, peer pressure, and ineffective school policies. The study 

concludes with recommendations for strengthening home-school collaboration, 

enhancing teacher training in classroom management, and implementing consistent 

disciplinary measures. 
Index Terms- Manifestation, peer pressure, environment, implementation, collaboration, 

conducive, psychosocial. 
 

I.  Introduction 
 

 Indiscipline in schools is a growing concern that affects the learning 

environment and the overall development of pupils. 

 

1. Statement of the Problem 

 Despite efforts by school authorities to manage pupil behavior, indiscipline 

remains prevalent in many primary schools in Kasama. 

 

2. Purpose of the Study 

 To investigate the nature and causes of indiscipline among pupils in selected 

primary schools in Kasama District. 

 

3. Objectives of the Study 

 To investigate the nature of indiscipline among pupils. 

 To establish contributing factors to indiscipline, especially in peri-urban schools. 

 To determine whether indiscipline is influenced by the home environment. 
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4. Research Questions 

 What forms of indiscipline are common in Kasama primary schools? 

 What factors contribute to indiscipline among pupils? 

 How does the home environment affect pupil behavior? 

 

5. Significance of the Study 

 The study provides insights for educators, policymakers, and parents to 

understand and address indiscipline. 

 

6. Scope and Delimitation 

 Focuses on selected primary schools in peri-urban Kasama District; does not 

include rural or secondary schools. 

 

7. Definition of Key Terms 

 Indiscipline: Behavior violating school rules. 

 Peri-urban Schools: Located near urban areas. 

 Home Environment: Family and household context of a pupil. 

 

II. Literature Review 
 

1. Introduction 

 This chapter provides context from previous studies and theories related to 

school indiscipline. 

 

2. Nature of Indiscipline in Schools 

 Common behaviors include truancy, disrespect, vandalism, and classroom 

disruption. 

 

3. Contributing Factors to Indiscipline 

 Includes lack of supervision, poverty, peer influence, and poor school 

policies. 

 

4. Influence of Home Environment 

 Home conditions greatly affect pupil conduct; neglect and violence at home 

correlate with school misbehavior. 

 

5. Theoretical Framework 

 Bandura’s Social Learning Theory: behavior is modeled from observed 

actions. 

 

III. Research Methodology 
 

1. Research Design 

 This study adopted a mixed-methods research design that combines both 

qualitative and quantitative approaches. 
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2. Target Population 

 The study targeted teachers, headteachers, and pupils from five selected peri-

urban primary schools in Kasama District. 

 

3. Sampling Tecnique 

 Purposive sampling was used to select schools and participants based on 

relevance and accessibility. 

 

4. Data Collection Methods 

 Questionnaires for teachers and pupils. Interviews with school 

administrators. Direct classroom observations. 

 

5. Data Analysis 

 Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as 

percentages and frequencies. 

 

6. Ethical Considerations 

 Participants were informed about the purpose of the study and participated 

voluntarily. 

 

IV. Findings and Discussions 
 

1. Natore of Indiscipline Observed 

 Most reported forms include absenteeism, lateness, and disruptive behavior. 

 

2. Contributing Factors Identified 

 Major influences include lack of parental support, peer groups, poverty, and 

overcrowded classrooms. 

 

3. Influence of Home Environment 

 Children from abusive or neglected households tend to exhibit more 

discipline issues. 

 

4. Discussion 

 Findings are consistent with literature and support Social Learning Theory. 

 

V. Conclusion and Recommendations 
 

1. Conclusion  

 Pupil indiscipline in Kasama is influenced by home environments and other 

socio- economic and institutional factors. 

 

2. Recommendations 

Encourage parental involvement. 

 Train teachers in behavioral management. 

 Apply consistent school-wide disciplinary policies. 

 Provide psychosocial support to students. 
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3. Suggestions for Further Research 

 Future studies could examine indiscipline in rural schools. 

 Explore the influence of digital technology. 

 Assess the role of community support systems. 

 

References 
 

1. Bandura, A. (1977). *Social Learning Theory*. Prentice Hall. 

2. Chireshe, R. (2013). Peer influence and indiscipline among secondary school 

students in Zimbabwe. *Journal of Social Sciences, 37*(3), 301–308. 

3. Mukuka, J. (2019). Factors influencing pupil indiscipline in Zambian primary 

schools. 

4. *International Journal of Educational Policy Research and Review, 6*(4), 69–76. 

Mwanza, D. S., & Chibale, D. (2016). The role of the family in dealing with 

disciplinary problems in schools: A Zambian perspective. *Zambia Journal of 

Education, 8*(1), 14–27. UNESCO. (2017). *Education for Sustainable 

Development: A Global Monitoring Report*. UNESCO Publishing. 

5. Zambia Ministry of Education. (2020). *National Education Policy Framework*. 

Government Printer. 


