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Abstract- Language is an important part of human life. Language is not merely a medium 

for speaking or writing; it also helps people think, understand the world, and express their 

emotions. From childhood, language shapes a child’s thinking, learning ability, and 

communication skills. The words a person uses and the way they speak affect their thoughts, 

behavior, and understanding. Language also deeply influences society and culture. Through 

language, people transmit their traditions, values, and knowledge to one another. In different 

situations, different forms of language are used. Formal language is used in schools, books, and 

government work, while informal language is used in daily conversation with family and friends. 

Both types of language are important because they assist in different kinds of communication. 

The impact of language is not limited only to children; it also affects adults. The type of language 

a person uses influences their thinking and their ability to express their thoughts. For children, 

language is especially important because it aids in the development of their vocabulary, thinking 

power, and self-confidence. The kind of language children are exposed to at home, school, and 

in society significantly shapes their learning and development. Most languages have more than 

one form. Typically, there is a simple form used in daily life and a second, formal and pure form. 

This difference helps language adapt to various situations. This distinction is clearly visible in 

the Hindi language as well. Colloquial Hindi is used in daily life, while standard (pure) Hindi is 

used in education, literature, and government work. Colloquial Hindi and bookish Hindi are 

different. They not only affect people’s conversation and culture. Types of Hindi, heard and 

learned, affect a child’s language, thinking, and studies. 
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I.  Introduction 
 

Hindi, India’s most widely spoken language has two main forms. Colloquial Hindi  

is the informal language people use in daily life at home and with friends. Standard 

Hindi  is the formal, rule-based language used in schools, government institutions, and 

books. In linguistic anthropology, this is called “Diglossia”  when two versions of the 

same language are used for different purposes in society. Colloquial Hindi shows local 

culture and emotions, while standard Hindi represents formality and official authority. 

 

This difference matters more than just word choice or grammar rules. It affects how 

people move through society and, most importantly, how children grow and learn. 

Children pick up language from where they live at home with family, at school with 

teachers, and in their neighborhoods. The kind of language they hear builds their word 
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knowledge, thinking skills, confidence, and school performance. Children who only 

hear colloquial Hindi may have trouble in school, while children who only learn 

standard Hindi may feel uncomfortable in casual conversations with friends. 

 

This study looks at how these two forms of Hindi affect communities and child 

development. Learning both forms works better than learning just one. When children 

know both colloquial and standard Hindi, they can succeed in both casual settings and 

formal situations like school or work. Using both forms properly is not about choosing 

one over the other. It is necessary for complete development, keeping culture alive, and 

creating opportunities for success in today’s India. 

 

Children first learn the language they hear at home and from people around them. 

This language is usually colloquial, simple, and used in everyday life. Therefore, 

children quickly understand colloquial Hindi and can speak it easily. 

On the other hand, pure Hindi is more formal and difficult. It contains complex 

words, grammatical rules, and sentences that differ from everyday language. When 

children are suddenly taught pure Hindi, they may struggle to understand it. This can 

reduce their self-confidence and decrease their interest in studies. 

 

Additionally, due to linguistic diversity, children often feel a gap between their 

regional language and the language used in school. At home, they speak a particular 

dialect of Hindi or their regional language, while at school, they are taught pure Hindi 

or the standard language. This difference can make their learning process somewhat 

difficult. 

 

Therefore, it is very important that simple and colloquial language be used initially 

when teaching children. This will help them understand easily, and gradually they will 

also be able to learn pure Hindi. If language is adapted to the child’s level, their self-

confidence increases, and they show more interest in learning. 

 

Research Objectives 

The main objective of this research paper is to deeply study the nature, use, and 

impact of colloquial Hindi and standard Hindi. Language is not just a medium of 

communication; it also shapes a person’s thinking, behavior, and personality. 

Therefore, it is necessary to understand how both forms of Hindi play their roles in 

society and students’ lives. 

 

One major objective of this study is to clarify the fundamental differences between 

colloquial Hindi and standard Hindi. While colloquial Hindi is natural, simple, and used 

in daily life, standard Hindi is grammatically correct, pure, and formal. Understanding 

the characteristics of these two forms is extremely important for students. 
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The second objective is to know in which areas these two forms are used in society. 

For example, standard Hindi is important in education, administration, and literature, 

while colloquial Hindi is more common among family and friends. Additionally, this 

research attempts to explain to students how proper and balanced use of language is 

crucial for their future. If they learn to choose language according to the situation, they 

can achieve success in both social and academic domains. 

 

 Research Methodology 

Various methods were used to prepare this research systematically. 

 

First, literary and educational sources were studied. Through Hindi grammar books, 

textbooks, and reference materials, the structure, rules, and characteristics of standard 

Hindi were understood. This clarified how standard Hindi emphasizes grammatical 

purity and formality. 

 

Second, observation of language used in daily life was conducted. Through 

conversations with students and teachers in schools, an attempt was made to understand 

what type of Hindi they use in normal situations. It was found that most students use 

colloquial Hindi among themselves, while they try to use standard Hindi when 

answering in class. 

 

Third, media and technological platforms were examined. The language used in TV 

news channels, serials, films, and social media platforms was studied. Standard Hindi 

was found more in news channels, while colloquial Hindi was primarily seen in films 

and social media. This clarified that both forms have widespread use in different areas 

of modern society. 

 

Additionally, a comparative observation method was adopted. Examples of both 

forms were collected and compared based on grammar, vocabulary, and style. This 

helped clearly understand their differences and similarities. 

 

Finally, conclusions were drawn based on verified facts. This method made the 

research more reliable and balanced. Due to the coordination of information obtained 

from various sources, this study became comprehensive and objective. 

 

Nature and Historical Development of Colloquial Hindi and Standard Hindi 

 

Development of Standard Hindi 

Standard Hindi developed as a formal and structured form of language. Its roots lie 

in classical and literary traditions, where grammar, correct sentence construction, and 

Sanskrit-derived vocabulary were given special importance. Standard Hindi was 

primarily used in education, literature, administration, and government work. It helped 
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maintain linguistic uniformity across different regions and was regarded as a symbol of 

knowledge and purity. 

 

Over time, society changed, and people’s styles of language use also evolved. In 

daily life, people began preferring simpler and more natural ways of speaking. For this 

reason, colloquial Hindi developed. Colloquial Hindi emerged from a mixture of 

standard Hindi and regional dialects as people began adapting language to everyday 

communication. It gradually incorporated words from regional languages, Urdu, and 

later English, making the language more natural and expressive. 

 

With urban expansion and the spread of mass communication media such as films, 

radio, television, and social media, the use of colloquial Hindi increased further. People 

began focusing more on simplicity in communication rather than strict grammatical 

rules. As a result, colloquial Hindi became dominant in daily conversation, while 

standard Hindi remained largely confined to formal and educational domains. 

 

This historical shift from standard Hindi to colloquial Hindi demonstrates that 

language continuously evolves according to society’s needs. While standard Hindi 

provides structure and purity to language, colloquial Hindi reflects vibrant culture and 

daily experience. Both forms developed to serve different purposes and continue to 

coexist in modern society. 

 

Impact of Colloquial Hindi and Standard Hindi on Society 

Language plays an important role in shaping society and social relationships. The 

type of language people use affects their daily relationships, such as those in family, 

friendships, social gatherings, and public programs. 

 

Colloquial Hindi is typically used in informal situations such as markets, 

conversations with friends, and social interactions. This language makes people feel 

comfortable and connects them emotionally. A person’s language also reflects their 

identity. From the way someone speaks, one can infer their region, culture, educational 

level, and social environment. Colloquial Hindi reflects regional culture and individual 

style, while standard Hindi is considered a symbol of formality, education, and 

professional behavior. Thus, language becomes a medium for expressing personal 

identity. 

 

Language also plays an important role in formal situations such as meetings, offices, 

and business settings. Standard Hindi is used in these places because it is clear, 

respectful, and organized, reducing the possibility of misunderstanding in 

communication. However, even in the same workplace, people use colloquial Hindi 

during informal conversations to improve mutual relationships. This shows that 

language use in society varies according to the situation. 
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India is a country full of diversity, and this diversity is also visible in language. 

Colloquial Hindi takes different forms in different regions and is influenced by local 

languages and cultures of those areas. This further enriches Indian culture. On the other 

hand, standard Hindi helps maintain linguistic unity across different regions, especially 

in education and national-level discussions. 

 

Films, television, media, and social media deeply influence language use in society. 

Most of these media use colloquial Hindi because it feels relatable and natural to 

ordinary people. As a result, colloquial words and expressions spread rapidly. Despite 

this, standard Hindi remains important in textbooks, examinations, news, and 

government communication because it maintains clarity and uniformity. 

 

Colloquial Hindi and standard Hindi together influence society in a balanced way. 

While colloquial Hindi reflects culture, identity, and daily relationships, standard Hindi 

strengthens formal communication, education, and national understanding. Both forms 

are necessary for a well-organized and connected society. 

 

II. Impact of Language Environment On Children’s Language 

Development 

 

Children learn language primarily from their surrounding environment. The type of 

language used at home, in school, and in society deeply affects children’s thinking, 

communication ability, and future development. Children raised in different language 

environments develop different language skills and perspectives. 

 

Children who grow up in environments where standard Hindi is predominantly used 

generally develop better grammatical understanding, extensive vocabulary, and correct 

sentence structure. Such children perform well in reading, writing, and academic work. 

They feel comfortable in examinations, speeches, and formal situations. However, 

sometimes these children may face difficulties in informal conversations or social 

interactions because their language may sound too formal. 

 

In contrast, children who grow up in environments where colloquial Hindi is 

predominantly used are more confident in speaking. They can express their emotions 

easily and feel comfortable in social situations. Such children communicate well with 

peers and at social gatherings. However, limited knowledge of standard Hindi may 

affect their writing skills, grammar, and academic performance. In the future, they may 

face difficulties in formal education or professional communication. 

 

Children who grow up in environments where both colloquial Hindi and standard 

Hindi are used, they receive the benefits of both types of language. Such children 
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understand which language is appropriate in which situation. They develop balanced 

communication skills, clear thinking, and adaptability. In the future, they can 

communicate confidently in both social and academic situations. Their thinking 

becomes more flexible and practical. 

 

Balanced use of both colloquial Hindi and standard Hindi is extremely necessary for 

children’s language development, thinking, and self-confidence. This prepares them 

better for social life and academic or professional success. 

 

III. Impact On Society 

 

Language is a mirror of society. In society, language is used not only to express 

thoughts but also to strengthen relationships. Colloquial Hindi works to increase 

intimacy and closeness in society. It makes people comfortable and strengthens 

emotional connection. 

 

Between family and friends, people use simple and informal language. This makes 

communication more effective and natural. Colloquial Hindi is prominently seen in 

social gatherings, festivals, and daily conversations. This language reflects the vitality 

and diversity of society. 

 

On the other hand, standard Hindi helps maintain discipline and clarity in society. 

Standard Hindi is used in government offices, courts, schools, and formal programs. 

This ensures clarity in communication and prevents any type of misunderstanding. 

Standard Hindi strengthens society’s unity and structure. 

 

Due to the influence of media and technology, the nature of language is changing. 

Social media has made colloquial Hindi more popular. People have started using 

shortened and mixed language. Although this has made language more flexible, it 

sometimes affects purity. 

 

Thus, both forms are important for society’s balanced development. If colloquial 

Hindi increases emotional connection, standard Hindi empowers formal 

communication. Balanced use of both maintains harmony and unity in society. 

 

IV. Importance for Students 

 

Language has special importance in students’ lives because it forms the basis of their 

knowledge, thinking, and expression. Knowledge of standard Hindi enables students to 

write purely, understand grammar, and express themselves formally. Standard Hindi is 

needed when writing answers in examinations, giving speeches, or participating in 

competitive exams. 
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Colloquial Hindi gives students’ confidence. When discussing with friends or 

participating in group work, this language makes them comfortable. This develops their 

communication skills and social understanding. 

 

If a student is limited to only one form, their development may remain incomplete. 

For example, a student who knows only colloquial Hindi may face difficulties in formal 

writing. Conversely, a student limited only to standard Hindi may not feel comfortable 

in informal situations. 

 

Therefore, it is necessary that schools provide balanced knowledge of both forms. 

Teachers should explain to students which language is appropriate in which situation. 

This will make students not only academically successful but also socially confident. 

 

V. Future Possibilities 
 

Language continues to change over time. Due to technological development, 

globalization, and the spread of media, continuous changes are occurring in the Hindi 

language. Nowadays, people are using more English and other language words in 

Hindi, giving rise to a mixed form of language. 

 

In the future, the influence of colloquial Hindi may increase further because it feels 

simple and convenient. This form is more common on social media and digital 

platforms. But this does not mean that standard Hindi will lose its importance. Standard 

Hindi will always be needed in education, literature, administration, and official work. 

It maintains the purity, clarity, and uniformity of language. 

 

If standard Hindi is not preserved, the structure of language may weaken. Therefore, 

for the future, it is necessary to maintain balance between both forms. Both simplicity 

and purity of language should be respected. Schools, media, and families should 

together try to ensure that Hindi develops in a balanced and strong manner. 

 

In conclusion, Hindi has a promising future as long as we understand both of its 

forms and use them properly. Only a balanced perspective can keep language enriched 

and vibrant. 

 

VI. Characteristics of Colloquial Hindi 

 

Colloquial Hindi is that form of Hindi which people use naturally in their daily lives. 

This language is not bound by formal rules but changes according to situation and 

region. This is why diversity and flexibility are found in colloquial Hindi. 
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First characteristic  

Simplicity - In colloquial Hindi, people use short and easy sentences. Common 

words are used instead of complex words so that the other person can understand easily. 

For example, the formal sentence “आप कह ाँ ज  रहे हैं?” (Where are you going?) Is said 

as, “तुम कह ाँ ज  रहे हो?” or “कह ाँ ज  रहे हो?” in colloquial speech. 

 

Second characteristic 

Regional influence - In different states of India, Hindi pronunciation and vocabulary 

may differ. For example, Hindi spoken in Gujarat, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, or Bihar 

shows the influence of local words. This diversity makes language vibrant and enriched. 

 

Third characteristic 

Inclusion of words from other language - Nowadays, using English words in 

colloquial Hindi has become very common, such as “time”, “mobile”, “homework”, 

“online”, etc. This makes language modern and current, but sometimes it also affects 

purity. 

 

Fourth characteristic 

Emotional expression - In colloquial Hindi, a person can easily express their 

emotions, humor, and anger. Idioms and proverbs are used more, making language 

powerful. 

Finally, colloquial Hindi increases intimacy and comfort in society. It reduces 

distance between people and makes communication simple. Therefore, its importance 

is extremely high. 

 

Characteristics of Standard Hindi 

Standard Hindi is that form of Hindi which is considered systematic and pure 

according to grammatical rules. It is used in formal situations such as schools, offices, 

newspapers, literature, and government work. 

 

First characteristic  

Grammatical purity 

In standard Hindi, correct use of words, proper sentence arrangement, and 

appropriate punctuation are used. This makes language clear and effective. 

 

Second characteristic 

Formality 

Standard Hindi is used to express respect and seriousness. For example, “आप कै से 

हैं?” is the standard Hindi form, while “कै से हो?” is the colloquial form. 
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Third characteristic  

Uniformity 

The rules of standard Hindi are almost the same across the country, so people from 

different regions can easily understand each other. This also strengthens national unity. 

 

Fourth characteristic 

Literary quality 

Standard Hindi is used in poetry, stories, essays, and other literary forms. This 

increases the beauty and depth of language.  

Thus, standard Hindi is a symbol of language purity and formality. It is extremely 

necessary for education and administration. 

 

VII. Comparison Of Both Forms 

 

Both colloquial Hindi and standard Hindi are important, but there are clear 

differences in their use and nature. Colloquial Hindi is informal, simple, and flexible, 

while standard Hindi is formal, pure, and systematic. 

In colloquial Hindi, following grammatical rules is not necessary. People change 

words according to situation. In standard Hindi, grammatical rules are followed strictly. 

 

Differences are also seen at the vocabulary level. Colloquial Hindi uses more English 

and other language words, while standard Hindi gives priority to pure Hindi words. 

There is also a difference from the perspective of usage areas. Colloquial Hindi is 

used between family and friends, while standard Hindi is used in schools, offices, and 

formal programs. 

Although there are differences between the two, they are complementary to each 

other. If both are used toghter, language can become more effective. 

 

VIII. Relationship Between Research Questions and Hypotheses 

 

The main question of this research paper is:- 

What are the differences between colloquial Hindi and standard Hindi, and what is 

their impact on society and children’s language development?  

 

All the hypotheses presented above provide a clear answer to this question. 

The first hypothesis explains that the nature and historical development of both types 

of Hindi have been different, leading to differences in their use and purpose. Standard 

Hindi is structured, rule-bound, and formal, while colloquial Hindi is simple, natural, 

and connected to daily life. 

 

The second hypothesis shows that these two forms affect society in different ways. 

Colloquial Hindi makes social relationships, cultural identity, and daily communication 
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more natural, while standard Hindi maintains unity and clarity in formal 

communication, education, and national-level discussions. This makes it clear that 

language use in society changes according to the situation. 

 

The third hypothesis focuses on children’s language development and explains that 

different language environments affect children’s thinking, communication ability, and 

future direction. Using only one type of language can limit children’s development, 

while balanced use of both colloquial Hindi and standard Hindi supports their overall 

development. 

 

Thus, all hypotheses together prove that colloquial Hindi and standard Hindi are not 

contradictory but complementary to each other. Both forms are necessary for the 

balanced development of society and the linguistic and intellectual development of 

children. This balance ensures the overall and healthy development of language. 

 

IX. Conclusion 

 

From an anthropological and sociolinguistic perspective, this research demonstrates 

that colloquial Hindi and standard Hindi represent complementary sociolinguistic 

registers that serve distinct yet interconnected functions in Indian society and children’s 

developmental trajectories. The phenomenon of “Diglossia” in Hindi-speaking 

communities reveals that neither register alone suffices for complete linguistic and 

cultural socialization; rather, both forms constitute essential components of holistic 

language acquisition and identity formation. Colloquial Hindi functions as the vehicle 

of cultural intimacy, emotional expression, regional identity, and informal social 

bonding, strengthening interpersonal relationships and promoting natural 

communication in daily life, family contexts, social gatherings, and popular media. 

Conversely, standard Hindi operates as the marker of institutional authority, 

disciplinary consciousness, formal discourse, and national unity, maintaining clarity 

and coherence in education, administration, literature, and national-level deliberations. 

These two registers jointly establish a functional equilibrium between affective 

connection and organized communication within the sociocultural fabric of Indian 

society. 

 

The investigation of these registers’ impacts on children’s language development 

constitutes a critical dimension of this socio-linguistic anthropological inquiry. 

Children socialized exclusively within either register experience developmental 

constraints, those exposed only to colloquial Hindi encounter difficulties navigating 

formal educational and professional contexts, while those immersed solely in standard 

Hindi struggle with informal social interactions and expressive intimacy. Children who 

receive balanced exposure to both registers develop superior linguistic competencies, 

including enhanced vocabulary breadth, grammatical flexibility, metalinguistic 
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awareness, clear thinking patterns, and sociocultural adaptability. This balanced 

bilingual competence fosters confidence across diverse social situations enabling 

children to function effectively in both informal peer networks and formal 

academic/professional environments. Thus, from a sociocultural developmental 

standpoint, balanced register exposure constitutes a vital mechanism for achieving full 

communicative competence and social mobility. 

 

The findings advocate for institutional interventions. Educational institutions should 

systematically incorporate standard Hindi practice into curricula while simultaneously 

instructing students in the contextual appropriateness of register selection, teaching 

when and how to employ colloquial Hindi effectively. Media platforms and social 

media outlets must exercise greater awareness of linguistic purity while acknowledging 

the organic evolution of language in contemporary digital spaces. Families should 

actively encourage children’s exposure to standard Hindi alongside their naturally 

acquired colloquial varieties, thereby creating complementary linguistic socialization 

environments that reinforce rather than contradict each other. When children receive 

coherent guidance from both home and school contexts, they develop integrated 

language skills that empower them academically, socially, and culturally. 

 

In conclusion, colloquial Hindi and standard Hindi do not represent mutually 

exclusive or contradictory language forms; rather, they embody complementary 

dimensions of a single linguistic system that collectively sustains individual and 

societal well-being. The anthropological significance of this relationship lies in its 

capacity to simultaneously preserve cultural authenticity through colloquial expression 

and enable institutional participation through standardized formal communication. As 

media technologies and globalization continue reshaping linguistic practices, 

maintaining equilibrium between informal and formal registers will assume increasing 

importance for language preservation and adaptation. A balanced sociolinguistic 

orientation, one that honors both the simplicity and emotional immediacy of colloquial 

Hindi and the structural purity and institutional legitimacy of standard Hindi, will 

ensure Hindi’s continued enrichment and strengthened identity. Ultimately, Hindi’s 

future trajectory appears promising: by carrying forward colloquial Hindi’s 

accessibility and relational warmth alongside standard Hindi’s grammatical rigor and 

formal precision, the Hindi language can consolidate its position not only within India’s 

multilingual landscape but also on the global stage as a dynamically evolving, culturally 

rooted, and communicatively versatile linguistic system. 
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