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Abstract- The idea of a united and harmonious humanity has long been embedded in the 

philosophical traditions of India. The concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, meaning “the world 

is one family,” reflects a universal vision of coexistence, compassion, and collective well-being. 

The philosophical thought of Sri Aurobindo offers a profound framework for understanding and 

realizing this ideal in the modern world. His philosophy emphasizes the spiritual evolution of 

humanity and the development of a higher consciousness capable of transcending divisions of 

nation, race, and culture (Aurobindo, 1972). This paper examines the philosophical relationship 

between Sri Aurobindo’s ideas and the ancient Indian ideal of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. Sri 

Aurobindo’s concept of human unity extends beyond political or institutional arrangements and 

is rooted in the spiritual transformation of human consciousness. According to his philosophy, 

genuine global harmony emerges when individuals recognize the inner unity of humanity and 

develop values of cooperation, compassion, and collective responsibility (Chaudhuri, 1974). The 

study adopts a qualitative and philosophical methodology based on textual analysis of Sri 

Aurobindo’s major works and relevant scholarly literature. The paper also discusses the 

contemporary relevance of these ideas in addressing global challenges such as cultural 

fragmentation, social inequality, and international conflict. The findings suggest that Sri 

Aurobindo’s vision of spiritual evolution provides a meaningful philosophical foundation for 

realizing the principle of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. His emphasis on inner transformation, unity 

in diversity, and collective progress offers valuable insights for building a more peaceful and 

interconnected global society. 
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I.  Introduction  

 
The ancient Indian ideal Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, meaning “the world is one family,” 

represents a universal philosophy that emphasizes unity, harmony, and collective well-

being among humanity. This concept originates from the Mahopanishad, where it 

conveys the belief that humanity is interconnected beyond social, cultural, and 

geographical boundaries (Radhakrishnan, 2008). 

 

In the contemporary global context, humanity faces numerous challenges including 

political conflicts, environmental crises, cultural tensions, and economic inequalities. 

These issues highlight the urgent need for a global ethical framework that promotes 

cooperation and mutual respect among nations. 

 

One modern thinker who explored the philosophical foundations of global unity was 

Sri Aurobindo (1872–1950). His writings present a comprehensive vision of human 

evolution in which humanity gradually progresses toward a higher level of spiritual 

consciousness (Aurobindo, 1972). According to Sri Aurobindo, divisions between 

nations and cultures represent transitional stages in the evolutionary journey of human 

civilization. 

 

Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy integrates spirituality with social progress and emphasizes 

that genuine unity must emerge from the realization of the deeper spiritual oneness of 

humanity. This perspective resonates strongly with the ancient Indian principle of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which advocates universal brotherhood and harmonious 

coexistence. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of the present research study are as follows: 

 To examine the philosophical meaning and cultural significance of the concept of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. 

 To analyze Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy of human unity and spiritual evolution. 

 To explore the relationship between Sri Aurobindo’s philosophical thought and the 

ideal of universal brotherhood. 

 To evaluate the contemporary relevance of Sri Aurobindo’s ideas in addressing 

global challenges and promoting global harmony. 

 

II. Research Methodology 
 

The present study adopts a qualitative and philosophical research approach based on 

textual and conceptual analysis. 

 

 

 



 

 

International Journal for Research Trends in Social Science & Humanities 

Volume 4, Issue 4 

July-Aug- 2026, PP 1-7 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Primary Sources 

Primary data for the study are derived from Sri Aurobindo’s major philosophical works 

including: 

 The Ideal of Human Unity (Aurobindo, 1972) 

 The Life Divine (Aurobindo, 2005) 

 Essays on the Gita (Aurobindo, 1997) 

 

2. Secondary Sources 

Secondary sources include scholarly books, academic articles, and research studies 

related to Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy and Indian cultural thought. 

 

3. Method of Analysis 

The study employs interpretative and thematic analysis to examine the relationship 

between Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy and the ideal of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. 

 

III. Review of Related Literature 
 

Scholars have extensively examined Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy of spiritual evolution 

and human unity. In The Ideal of Human Unity, Sri Aurobindo argues that humanity is 

gradually moving toward a more integrated global society. However, he emphasizes 

that true unity cannot be achieved solely through political structures; it requires a 

transformation of human consciousness (Aurobindo, 1972). 

 

Similarly, in The Life Divine, Sri Aurobindo explains that the universe represents the 

manifestation of a single divine reality. According to this perspective, human beings 

are participants in an evolutionary process that ultimately leads to higher spiritual 

awareness and unity (Aurobindo, 2005). 

 

Scholars such as Chaudhuri (1974) interpret Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy as a synthesis 

of spirituality and social progress. His concept of human unity promotes harmony while 

respecting cultural diversity. Educational philosophers also highlight that Sri 

Aurobindo’s integral philosophy encourages the development of physical, mental, 

emotional, and spiritual dimensions of personality. 

Modern studies on global ethics and intercultural dialogue emphasize the relevance of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam in promoting peace and cooperation among nations (Reddy, 

2015). These studies suggest that the integration of spiritual values and ethical 

awareness can contribute to sustainable global development. 

 

Despite extensive scholarship on Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy, relatively limited 

research directly connects his ideas with the ancient Indian principle of Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam. This study attempts to bridge that gap by examining the philosophical 

convergence between these two perspectives. 
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IV. Concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 
 

The philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam represents a universal vision of humanity 

that transcends narrow social and political divisions. The famous verse from the 

Mahopanishad states: 

 “Ayam nijah paro veti ganana laghuchetasam, 

 Udaracharitanam tu vasudhaiva kutumbakam.” 

The verse suggests that narrow-minded individuals distinguish between “their own” 

and “others,” whereas enlightened individuals perceive the entire world as one family. 

 

This philosophy promotes values such as: 

 Universal compassion 

 Social harmony 

 Cultural inclusiveness 

 Ethical responsibility toward humanity 

 

Importantly, the concept recognizes that unity does not imply uniformity. Cultural 

diversity enriches human civilization while maintaining the fundamental unity of 

humanity. 

 

V. Sri Aurobindo’s Philosophy of Human Unity 
 

Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy strongly emphasizes the evolutionary development of 

human society. In The Ideal of Human Unity, he traces the historical progression of 

human organization from tribal groups to nation-states and argues that the next stage of 

evolution may involve the formation of a more integrated global society (Aurobindo, 

1972). 

 

However, Sri Aurobindo maintains that political or economic structures alone cannot 

ensure lasting unity. Genuine unity must arise from the recognition of the spiritual 

oneness of humanity. This spiritual understanding forms the basis for cooperation, 

mutual respect, and global harmony. 

 

His philosophical vision closely parallels the ideal of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which 

emphasizes the interconnectedness of all human beings. 

 

Integral Yoga and Spiritual Evolution 

Sri Aurobindo’s concept of Integral Yoga represents a practical path for the 

transformation of human consciousness. Unlike traditional spiritual approaches that 

emphasize renunciation, Integral Yoga seeks to transform human life and society 

through spiritual awareness. 
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According to Sri Aurobindo, human beings possess the potential to evolve toward a 

higher level of consciousness known as the Supramental Consciousness (Aurobindo, 

2005). This transformation enables individuals to perceive the unity of existence and 

develop universal compassion. 

 

Integral Yoga therefore provides a philosophical and practical framework for realizing 

the ideal of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. 

 

Unity in Diversity 

Sri Aurobindo strongly advocated the principle of unity in diversity. He believed that 

human unity should not eliminate cultural diversity but should encourage mutual 

respect and cooperation among different societies. 

 

Each culture contributes unique values and perspectives to the collective development 

of humanity. A harmonious global society must therefore promote intercultural 

dialogue and collaboration. 

 

This perspective reflects the essence of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which celebrates 

diversity while emphasizing the fundamental unity of humanity. 

 

Contemporary Relevance 

Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy remains highly relevant in the contemporary world. Global 

challenges such as climate change, social inequality, political conflicts, and cultural 

fragmentation require collective action and international cooperation. 

 

The ethical vision of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam provides a moral framework for 

addressing these challenges by encouraging humanity to work together for the common 

good (Reddy, 2015). Sri Aurobindo’s emphasis on spiritual evolution further suggests 

that sustainable solutions to global problems require a transformation of human values 

and consciousness. 

 

VI. Findings and Discussion 
 

The analysis of Sri Aurobindo’s philosophical writings and related literature reveals 

several key insights: 

 Human civilization is gradually evolving toward greater unity and cooperation 

(Aurobindo, 1972). 

 Political and economic systems alone cannot establish lasting global harmony. 

 Spiritual awareness and ethical transformation are essential for genuine human 

unity. 

 Cultural diversity can coexist with global unity through mutual respect and 

dialogue. 
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The principle of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam offers a moral and philosophical foundation 

for global peace and cooperation. 

 

These findings are consistent with the interpretations of scholars who argue that Sri 

Aurobindo’s philosophy integrates spirituality with social and political development 

(Chaudhuri, 1974). His vision of unity in diversity provides a meaningful framework 

for addressing contemporary global challenges. 

 

VII. Conclusion 
 

The concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam represents a timeless vision of universal 

brotherhood and global harmony. Sri Aurobindo’s philosophical thought provides a 

modern interpretation of this ancient ideal by emphasizing the evolution of human 

consciousness and the realization of spiritual unity. 

 

Sri Aurobindo argued that genuine global unity cannot be achieved solely through 

political or economic arrangements. Instead, it must emerge from the recognition of the 

deeper spiritual interconnectedness of humanity. 

 

In the present global context, where societies face numerous political, environmental, 

and social challenges, Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy offers valuable insights for 

promoting peace, cooperation, and collective progress. The realization of Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam ultimately depends on humanity’s ability to transcend divisions and 

cultivate a shared sense of global responsibility. 
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